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Introduction 
 
The purpose of this Australian Beach Volleyball Tour (Beach Tour) COVID Safe Event Plan is to provide an 
overarching plan for the implementation and management of procedures by Volleyball Australia (VA), 
athletes, volunteers and stakeholders to support the Beach Tour.  Participant safety is paramount in our 
delivery of the event and this plan will help to minimise the risk of contamination from the virus. 

This plan has been developed by Volleyball Australia with the assistance of the VA COVID Committee to 
support in delivering a Safe Action Plan for the hosting of the beach tour events.  The plan is aligned with the 
AIS Framework for rebooting sport.  Until a treatment or a vaccine is found, there is a further risk than in 
previous years of hosting these events.  This risk can be minimised by the implementation of infection control 
measures.   

Firstly, at the event it is every participants responsibility to actively demonstrate good personal hygiene actions 
– wash hands regularly, if coughing or sneezing use a tissue, stay at home or accommodation if sick or unwell 
– and then get tested,  be aware of physical distancing and employing 1.5m separation and download the 
Covid Safe App. Secondly, this Safe Event Plan will provide the protocols and procedures in delivering a safe 
competition designed to minimise community transmission of the virus, through cleaning and disinfecting 
procedures to changes to match conditions. 

The arrangements set out in this Plan are intended to prevent the transmission of COVID-19 among 
members, participants, coaches, officials, staff, volunteers, visitors, families, and the broader community. The 
Plan provides the framework to govern the general operation of the Beach Tour, in particular those conducted 
at any venues/facilities utilised, managed or controlled by VA, the training and competition behaviour of all 
members and participants and the monitoring and reporting of the health of attendees involved in sporting 
activities or utilising facilities at an event. 

Volleyball Australia expects all members, participants, coaches, officials, administrators, and volunteers to: 

• Comply with the directions laid out in this Plan and by VA staff throughout the Beach Tour events; 
• Understand and act in accordance with this Plan as amended from time to time; 
• Comply with any testing and precautionary measures implemented by VA; 
• Act with honesty and integrity regarding the state of their own personal health and any potential 

symptoms; and 
• Monitor their health and take a cautious approach to self-isolation and reporting of potential 

symptoms. 

This Plan includes, but is not limited to, the conduct of: 

a. competition activities (sport operations); and 

b. facility/venue management and supporting operations (venue operations). 

At all times the Plan is subject to all regulations, guidelines and directions of government and public health 
authorities.  This plan will be updated in accordance with any changes to public health directions. 
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Resources 
 
There are many documents produced at the Federal and State levels in prescribing the pathway of return of 
sport for training and competition.  These documents are forever changing and in the Resources Section of 
this COVID Safe Event Plan the following linked documents have been referenced and utilised to create this 
plan: 

• AIS Framework for rebooting sport 
• VA Return of community Volleyball 
• Australian Government Department of Health – Appropriate use of disinfectants 
• Australian Government Department of Health - Hygiene and cleaning for the health workforce 

during COVID-19 
 

Key Principals 
 
This Plan is based on, and accepts, the AIS Framework for Rebooting Sport in a COVID-19 Environment 
(AIS Framework) and the National Principles for the Resumption of Sport and Recreation Activities 
(National Principles).  
 
The Plan also accepts as key principles that: 

• The health and safety of members, participants, coaches, officials, administrators/volunteers, 
visitors, families and the broader community is the number one priority; 

• Members, athletes, coaches, officials, administrators/volunteers, families and the broader 
community need to be engaged and briefed on Volleyball Australia’s return to sport plans; 

• Facilities are assessed and appropriate plans are developed to accommodate upgraded hygiene 
protocols, physical distancing and other measures to mitigate the risk of transmission of COVID-
19; 

• Training cannot resume until the arrangements for sport operations and facility operations are 
finalised and approved, if necessary; and 

• At every stage of the return to sport process VA must consider and apply all applicable State and 
Territory Government and local restrictions and regulations. VA needs to be prepared for any 
localised outbreak at our facilities, within our competitions or in the local community. 

 

Responsibilities under this Plan  
 
VA retains the overall responsibility for the effective management and implementation of the return to sport 
activities and operations outlined in this Plan.  
 
Volleyball Australia is responsible for: 

• Approving the Plan and overseeing the implementation of the arrangements in the Plan; and 
• Revising the Plan as required, ensuring it reflects up to date information from government and 

public health officials. 
Volleyball Australia has appointed the following person as the COVID-19 Safety Coordinator for the Beach 
Tour to execute the delivery of the Plan and to act as a point of contact for information relating to this Plan: 
 
Name -    Phil Muller 
Contact Email -   phil.muller@volleyball.org.au 
Contact Number -   0448 326 131 
 
VA expects all members, participants, coaches, officials, administrative staff, and volunteers to: 

• Comply with the health directions of government and public health authorities as issued from time 
to time; 

• Understand and act in accordance with this Plan as amended from time to time; 

https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/05/australian-institute-of-sport-ais-framework-for-rebooting-sport-in-a-covid-19-environment.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/05/australian-institute-of-sport-ais-framework-for-rebooting-sport-in-a-covid-19-environment.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/05/australian-institute-of-sport-ais-framework-for-rebooting-sport-in-a-covid-19-environment.pdf
https://volleyballorgau.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/EZXTMnl5XrZKnnGULQM9FyAB0g7NRvCN1wciGtJQRoCcmA?e=wfTyKq
https://www.tga.gov.au/appropriate-use-disinfectants-information-consumers-health-professionals-and-healthcare-facilities
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-the-health-and-aged-care-sector/hygiene-and-cleaning-for-the-health-workforce-during-covid-19#cleaning-in-the-workplace
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-the-health-and-aged-care-sector/hygiene-and-cleaning-for-the-health-workforce-during-covid-19#cleaning-in-the-workplace
https://ais.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/730374/35845_AIS-Framework-for-Rebooting-Sport-Summary.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/05/australian-institute-of-sport-ais-framework-for-rebooting-sport-in-a-covid-19-environment.pdf
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• Comply with any testing and precautionary measures implemented by VA;  
• Act with honesty and integrity regarding the state of their personal health and any potential 

symptoms; and 
• Monitor their health and take a cautious approach to self-isolation and reporting of potential 

symptoms. 
 
 
 
Participants 
 
Teams will be provided with a comprehensive list of medical services in close COVID-19 Committee was 
developed to support teams with ensuring the health and welfare of all team members. Prior to the proximity 
to the event. It is the responsibility of each team to identify the closest and most appropriate medical 
facilities to them from this list and to have a plan in place in the event of a localised outbreak within their 
team.  

Teams will be required to temperature check all athletes, coaches, officials, and team support staff prior to 
departing their accommodation each day.  Any participants presenting with a high temperature (>37.5oC) 
MUST remain at their accommodation, the Beach Tour Tournament Control Committee (TCC) notified and 
if further symptoms develop, they must take a COVID-19 test.   

The recommendation when taking temperatures is for the athlete to be seated with a resting heart rate at 
the time of the temperature being taken. If the temperature presents above 37.5oC have the athlete sit in a 
calm state for 10 minutes before attempting the test again.  

All participants must have their temperatures recorded daily whilst attending the Beach Tour. These records 
are to be held by the team and presented to the TCC upon request. 

When teams are rostered for “Duty” commitments, the team MUST ensure compliance of COVID match 
protocols including the cleaning or disinfecting of the court equipment during and at the end of the match. In 
addition to this, the team is also responsible for ensuring their team has designed and is implementing plans 
for cleaning and disinfecting of their own team equipment such as warm up balls and drink bottles etc. 
Failure to comply with these protocols may result in teams being fined. 

Teams are responsible for the management of family and friend interaction with participants throughout the 
competition.  

Spectators 
 
At all Beach Tour events, spectators will not be allowed into the playing area to view matches. However, 
spectators will be allowed to watch matches outside of the court free zones provided social distancing is 
applied and all spectators have checked in to the event using the respective states check in app, to assist 
with contact tracing records. 
 

Workforce 
 
Event staff and volunteers 

All event staff and volunteers will be required to complete online training modules in preparation to attend 
the event.  One of these modules will be Infection Control Measures to reduce the risks of community 
transmission.   

Staff and volunteer role descriptions will include additional responsibilities relating to cleaning and hygiene 
practices, people management as it relates to controlling social distancing measures and data collection for 
contact tracing and temperature checking protocols. 

VA will provide Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to volunteers and staff as required. The level of PPE 
given to staff and volunteers will be dependent upon their role and interaction with the participants. 
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Covid Safe Marshal 
 
COVID Marshals are assigned to apply COVID-19 directions and restrictions in identified businesses and 
operations. Volleyball Australia has a minimum of 1 COVID Safe Marshal present at every event of the 
Beach Tour, these marshals are easily identified by all event attendees via accreditation and/or COVID 
Marshall vest.  
 
The COVID Marshal is required to:  

• Promote and ensure infection control practices (eg frequent hand washing) are followed. 
• Promote and take practical steps to ensure people* participating in the operations are complying 

with density requirements currently 1 person per 2 square meters. 
• Promote and take practical steps to ensure people are physical distancing, comply with the 1.5 

metre rule. 
• Ensure that the COVID Safe Plan and COVID Management Plans (where relevant) or specific 

polices/protocols in relation to the prevention of coronavirus at each event are effectively 
implemented and monitored. 

• Ensure that the operation has sufficient seating, hand washing facilities and cleaning regimes. 
• Be present supervising prescribed operations at all times 

 

Cleaning and Disinfecting Procedures 
 
Cleaning Procedure 
 
Following the initial set up of all court equipment and at the conclusion of each day after nets have been 
reset for the next day of matches, all court equipment including but not limited to: referee stand (if present), 
post pads, net tape (top and bottom), score bench, score flippers, team/duty chairs and match balls will be 
cleaned with soap and water.  This process ensures the removal of any dirt that may impact on the 
effectiveness of the disinfectant. 
 
Disinfectant Procedure 
 
After each match the “Duty” team will be required to disinfect all court equipment including but not limited to 
umpire stand (if present), score bench, score flippers, hand whistles and duty chairs.   
 
Venue Cleaning 
 
The beach will have a cleaning crew on site who will be cleaning and disinfecting all touch point surfaces as 
required. These surfaces include but are not limited to handrails, toilets & taps (managed by the event, not 
public restroom facilities), and door handles on office areas.  
 
 
Cleaning, Disinfectant and PPE Products 
 
Volleyball Australia will provide the following products to facilitate the above cleaning procedures: 

• Disinfecting with wipes containing active ingredient of Benzalkonium Chloride 
• Gloves will be provided for use of all participants who will be in contact with cleaning and 

disinfectant products. 
• Masks will be provided for those participants who wish to use them; however, they are not required 

to be worn by everyone. 

A court cleaning & disinfecting kit will be provided for each court. This kit will include disinfectant (as outlined 
above), hand sanitiser, gloves, masks and bins to dispose of used cleaning equipment. 
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Conduct of Matches 
To reduce and minimise the risk of community transmission, the following changes to the way a volleyball 
match is normally conducted will be enforced for the Beach Tour. 

Area Detail 

Court  
Set-up 

2 chairs will be provided for team benches. Teams will be required to clean and disinfect 
these benches at the end of their match.  

End 
Changes 

Teams still be permitted to change ends during their match as per FIVB regulation. Teams 
must however not pass underneath the net, but rotate around the posts in a clockwise 
direction to ensure physical distancing is adhered to. 

Warm-up Teams will not be permitted to warm up on their court before their allocated warm up time. 
All non-official match warmups such as running, stretching and all non-ball warm up 
activities, must take place outside the competition area prior to the allocated warm up time. 
Teams must supply their own balls for match warm up. It is the responsibility of each team 
to ensure these balls have been cleaned and disinfected prior to use at each match. 

Duty No other people are permitted to be in the competition area for duty commitments other 
than the 2 players and/or allocated officials performing the duty (no duty spectators)  

Post-Match At the end of each match, teams will not be permitted to shake hands. Instead, at the end 
of the match, players may verbally congratulate/thank their opposition provided physical 
distancing is maintained 

At the conclusion of the match, match related activities (e.g. thanking the opposition, 
signing the scoresheet) and team disinfecting processes, teams will be required to 
immediately vacate the competition area through the designated exit point. The only 
exception to this rule is for any duty personnel who are required to stay back for duty 
commitments. 

Between 
Matches 

An additional 5 minutes will be scheduled between matches and warmups to take place to 
allow adequate time for cleaning of court equipment to take place as well as sufficient time 
for teams to enter and exit the court. 

 
Venues 
 
The competition venue/beach will be set out to allow for appropriate social distancing measures and 
monitored ingress and egress of participants and spectators. The following will be implemented as it relates 
to the beach facilities at the Beach Tour: 

• Player/Team change rooms/tent will not be provided. Public toilets will be available, but participants 
will agree to use at their own risk 

• Team meetings/gatherings will not be permitted inside the competition area/court. Please take any 
gatherings to another section of the beach to minimise numbers within the competition area and 
increase our capacity for physical distancing 

• Drink bottle refilling stations will be provided where possible. These facilities will be washed and 
sanitised every 2 hours and will be set up to align with social distancing regulation. This facility is to 
be used strictly for refilling drink bottles and not to be used to drink from the tap. 

• All participants, spectators, volunteers, administrators etc. entering the beach will be required to 
comply with mandatory record keeping.  
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Lost Property 
 
Highly regulated lost property restrictions will be put in place at the events. Teams and participants will need 
to take extra care of their belongings as items left behind will be disposed of.  

• There will be no drink bottles accepted or held in lost property.  
• Event lost property will be restricted to small valuable personal items such as phones and wallets. 

These items will not be handled by event staff. If they are surrendered, they will be placed in a zip 
lock bag and stored for up to 24 hours. Items not collected within this timeframe will be disposed of. 

• Any items not deemed personal valuables by the event staff will be disposed of immediately. 

 
 
Ceremonies and Presentations 
 
Medal Presentations 
 
All competition medal presentations will take place at the conclusion of the final match on centre court with 
event officials presenting medals to each team.  Podiums (if available) will be positioned to provide 
appropriate physical distancing between team pairings. Teams will be discouraged from interaction between 
pairings to minimise the potential of infection between teams at this time. 
 
 
 
Signage   
 
Volleyball Australia adheres to all state regulations regarding informative signage for event attendees, 
signage displayed includes; 

• Social Distancing  
• If feeling unwell get tested and isolate  
• Check in codes  
• Washing hands  
• Identified hand sanitiser stations 
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